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THIS DOCUM
ENT W

AS PRODUCED W
ITH FUNDS PROVIDED BY A GRANT FROM

 THE TEXAS COM
M

ISSION ON ENVIRONM
ENTAL QUALITY AND THE

HOUSTON-GALVESTON AREA COUNCIL.

DISCLAIM
ER:

THIS CLOSED OR ABANDONED M
UNICIPAL SOLID W

ASTE LANDFILL INVENTORY (CLI) W
AS PREPARED FROM

 INFORM
ATION

FURNISHED BY THE TEXAS COM
M

ISSION ON ENVIRONM
ENTAL QUALITY (TCEQ),PERM

ITTING RECORDS ON FILE W
ITH TCEQ AND THE TEXAS

DEPARTM
ENT OF HEALTH,AND FROM

 AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHY AND GEOGRAPHIC DATA DEVELOPED BY H-GAC.THE COUNTY M
AP,INDIVIDUAL SITE

M
APS,AND LEGAL DESCRIPTIONS OF THE CLOSED OR ABANDONED M

UNICIPAL SOLID W
ASTE LANDFILLS REPRESENT TCEQ'S AND H-GAC'S BEST

JUDGM
ENT ABOUT THE LANDFILLS' LOCATION,BUT NEITHER TCEQ NOR H-GAC W

ARRANTS THE ACCURACY,TIM
ELINESS,OR COM

PLETENESS OF

THE M
APS OR LEGAL DESCRIPTIONS.M

OREOVER,BECAUSE TCEQ AND H-GAC HAVE INVENTORIED ONLY KNOW
N M

UNICIPAL SOLID W
ASTE

LANDFILLS,TCEQ AND H-GAC M
AKE NO REPRESENTATION ABOUT W

HETHER A SPECIFIC TRACT OF LAND M
AY OVERLIE AN UNKNOW

N M
UNICIPAL

OR OTHER SOLID W
ASTE LANDFILL.
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A

s garbage decom
poses, it produces m

ethane gas, w
hich can lead to explosions in high

concentrations. S
everal years ago, in the A

ustin area, an apartm
ent com

plex built above an

unknow
n landfill had to be evacuated because of a m

ethane gas leak. 

The Texas C
losed Landfill Inventory provides valuable inform

ation regarding potential developm
ent

lim
itations for environm

ental consultants and others investigating historical use of properties.
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It’s the law

. In 1993, the Texas Legislature passed H
B

 2537 w
hich required C

O
G

s to develop

an inventory of closed m
unicipal solid w

aste landfills as part of their regional solid w
aste

m
anagem

ent plans. M
ore than 500 sites w

ere identified in H
-G

A
C

’s region and com
piled into a

database. Then, additional legislation in 1999 (S
B

 1447) required C
O

G
s to focus m

ore detail on site

boundaries, w
here feasible.
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Yes. The m

ajority of the sites in the C
losed Landfill Inventory (C

LI) for the H
-G

A
C

 region are

unperm
itted sites, m

eaning an application w
as never filed w

ith

and/or a perm
it w

as never granted by the Texas C
om

m
ission on

Environm
ental Q

uality (TC
EQ

), Texas D
epartm

ent of H
ealth or

another perm
itting or regulatory agency.   

W
ithout perm

it inform
ation, there is little to no hard copy

docum
entation of the history or use of the landfill. The C

LI is

another resource to aid in researching property - the C
LI is not intended to elim

inate research for

environm
ental site assessm

ents or other environm
ental docum

ents. It m
ay be necessary to

perform
 additional research in the form

 of soil borings, etc. to confirm
 boundaries, w

aste types, etc. 
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N
o. C

lean up w
as not included in the legislation. N

ew
 legislation w

ould have to be passed

requiring clean up of sites. 
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For sites that are deed recorded, developm
ent is

allow
ed, but lim

ited. This lim
itation is to protect against any

potential 
disturbance 

of 
the 

landfill’s 
final 

cover 
or 

liner.

D
isturbance of the final cover or liner system

s is prohibited

according to the Texas A
dm

inistrative C
ode. S

om
e of these

prohibitions include borings, piers, spread footings, foundations for light standards, fence posts,

m
anholes, on-site disposal system

s and recreational facilities. (For m
ore inform

ation, please see:

TA
C

, T
itle 30, Part 1, C

hapter 330, S
ubchapter T – U

se of land over closed m
unicipal solid w

aste

landfills, §330.951 - §330.964).
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There is an appeal process if a property ow
ner w

ants to dispute the identification of a closed

landfill on the property. The property ow
ner m

ay offer proof that the w
aste w

as rem
oved from

 the

site and/or m
ay sign an affidavit attesting that the property w

as never used as a landfill; how
ever,

the TC
EQ

 ultim
ately m

akes the decision. 
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The 
C

LI 
contains 

inform
ation 

for 
over 

500 
sites 

in 
the 

H
-G

A
C

 
region. 

Each 
site 

is

approxim
ately four pages in length. D

ue to the high num
ber of pages involved in just one copy of

the C
LI, a fee w

ill be assessed for copies of the C
LI. Interested parties m

ay view
 available records

for individual closed landfill sites by appointm
ent only.  The C

LI is available online at no charge at

w
w

w
.hgac-cli.com
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